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What are State of Michigan Standards? 
 
State of Michigan Standards are high levels of expectations 

for student achievement in Michigan public schools.  The 

Standards included in this brochure have been developed 

by Portage teachers and administrators based on the  

Michigan State Standards.  

 

How do we make sure our students are 
on track with Michigan State Standards? 
 
A state-wide test that measures how well students are 

learning is given to students in grades 3-9.  Schools are 

held accountable for their students’ performances. 

 

What can parents do to help? 
 
Research shows that parent support and involvement are 

critical to student success.  You can impact your child’s  

academic progress by: 

 becoming familiar with this brochure which lists what 

your child will learn; 

 encourage daily school attendance 

 learning how you can reinforce classroom activities at 

home; 

 talking to your child about what he/she is learning; 

 encouraging good study habits; 

 establishing high expectations for your child; 

 talking to your child about concerns; 

 acknowledging your child’s efforts and work well 
done; 

 checking  backpacks daily; 

 reading to your child every day! 

Phone: 269-323-5000 

Fax: 269-323-5001 

8107 Mustang Dr.  

Portage, MI 49002  

Portage Public Schools 

On behalf of the Portage Public Schools Board of Edu-

cation and our amazing administrators, faculty, staff, 

and families, I welcome you to PPS.   

We are very proud of the fine academic reputation of 

our district and the exceptional alumni that have come 

through our schools.   We know that we are successful 

because of our parents and teachers.  We are extreme-

ly proud of our faculty; more than 70% have master’s 

degrees and they all regularly participate in rigorous 

professional development.  We realize the important 

role that parents play in the education of their children 

and look forward to partnering with you.  We have 

prepared this handy brochure of Learning Expectations 

to help keep you informed. 

This overview provides highlights of the key compo-

nents of your child’s curriculum goals for the year.  If 

you have any questions about these learning expecta-

tions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher or your school’s principal. 

For 90 years, PPS has been a leader in providing the 

highest quality K-12 education possible.  We are hon-

ored to have the opportunity to inspire your child with 

the life-long thrill of learning.  PPS stands ready to 

serve you and your family and we look forward to our 

partnership. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Larry Killips 

Assistant Superintendent of  
Instruction and Assessment  

Welcome to  

Portage Public Schools 



Mathematics 

 Write and interpret numerical expressions. 

 Understand the place value system. 

 Perform operations with multi-digit numbers and deci-
mals. 

 Add, subtract, multiply and divide with fractions. 

 Convert measurements. 

 Understand concepts of volume. 

 Graph points on a coordinate plane to solve problems. 
 

Science 

 Understand the position and relationship of the planets 
and other objects to the sun. 

 Understand the motion of the Earth and the Earth’s 
moon and how this relates to eclipses, tides and sea-
sons. 

 Identify and explain the functions and interdependence 
of these human body systems: respiratory, digestive, 
muscular, skeletal and circulatory. 

 Understand human growth and development. 
 

Social Studies 

 Identify the causes and consequences of European 
Exploration. 

 Describe the interactions among European, African 
and American Indian peoples prior to 1620. 

 Describe the development of North American colonies. 

 Explain the development of the slave system in the 
Americas and its impact upon the life of Africans. 

 Understand the causes and consequences of the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

 Understand the importance of the Declaration of  In-
dependence and its impact on our country. 

 Understand the ideas in America’s founding docu-
ments. 

By the end of Fifth Grade  

 Your child will be expected to:  

 Language Arts 
Reading 

 Identify main idea and details in literature and information-
al text. 

 Evaluate and connect themes, story elements, and events in 
literature and informational text. 

 Analyze text for structure, purpose and view point in litera-
ture and informational text. 

 Read grade-level text fluently and understand grade-level 
vocabulary in literature and informational text. 

Writing 

 Generate opinion, informative and narrative text. 

 Strengthen writing through planning and revision. 

 Effectively use conventions of standard English. 
 

Music 

 Sing a vocal harmony part. 

 Read a score of at least two parts. 

 Compose a BAG melody for recorder. 

 Read and independently perform rhythms. 

 Have knowledge of classical and jazz music, and their his-
torical context. 

 Attend a live concert by a symphony orchestra. 

 Play the recorder, using at least six different pitches. 
 

Physical Education 

 Apply movement concepts and principles to the learning 
and development of motor skills. 

 Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical 
fitness. 

 Demonstrate personal and social behavior in physical activi-
ty settings. 

 Understand that physical activity provides the opportunity 
for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social interac-
tion. 

 
 

For specific Common Core State Standards, please 
visit: www.corestandards.org. 

 

Art 

 Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 

 Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 

 Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

 Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among 
the arts; between the arts and other disciplines; be-
tween the arts and everyday life. 

 

Media Center 

 Use appropriate online and print encyclopedias to 
locate information. 

 Use periodical database to locate information. 

 Understand advanced search strategies and their 
limitations. Understand Online Personal Safety Rules 
and dangers of chat rooms, blogs, etc. 

 Understand the meaning of plagiarism and copyright 
laws. 

 Become an independent user of libraries. 
 

Technology 

 Conduct an Internet search for information, synthe-
sizing this information into other documents. 

 Create a graphic organizer to illustrate an idea or 
communicate a concept using computer software. 

 Use the computer as an authoring tool in word pro-
cessing (margins, tabs, alignment and line spacing) 
and presentation projects. 

 Identify best software to convey data, information, or 
present to an audience (Inspiration, PowerPoint, 
Excel, Publisher, Word). 

http://www.corestandards.org

